
Appl. No. 09/926,763 
Amdt. dated October 1 , 2003 
Reply to Office action of May 2, 2003 

Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

im 1 (currently amendedjlA seat for a chair, the seat comprising: 

a) a first support sLrface disposed in a first plane and adapted to distribute 
[the] a downward load of a p&son's trunk across [the area of] the person's buttocks to 
provide support for the personl sit bones; and 

a second support surfale disposed substantially forwardly of the first support 
surface in a second plane angl@d downwardly in relation to the first plane and adapted 
to support [a] the person's thigh s, the second support surface having a forward facing 
edge and a front-to-back extent from just forward of the person's sit bones to having the 
forward facing edge located just pghind the person's knees, so that the second support 
surface extends under and supports the person's thighs . 

Claim 2 (original) A seat according to claim 1 wherein the first support surface is 
substantially planar. 



Claim 3 (original) A seat according to claim 2 wherein the second support surface is 
substantially planar and wherein the mane of the first support surface and the plane of 
the second support surface intersect so that when the first support surface is 
substantially horizontal, the second support surface extends substantially forwardly and 
downwardly with respect to the first support surface. 



Claim 4 (canceled) 



Claim 5 (currently amended) A seat according to [any one of] claim[s] 1 [to 4] wherein 
the first support surface is a substantially manar surface having a perimetrical extent 
sufficient to extend under [a] the person's buttocks to support the sit bones. 
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im 6 (currently amended) VA seat according to [any one of] claim[s] 1 [to 5] wherein 
e second support surface is a substantially planar surface having a perimetrical extent 
sufficient to extend under and |upport [a] the person's thighs. 

Claim 7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (currently amended) A seat according to [any one of] claims 1 [to 7] or 3 
wherein the second support surface is angled downwardly in relation to the first support 
surface by an angle ranging fromrabout 10° to about 30°. 

Claim 9 (currently amended) A seat according to [any one of] claim[s 1 to 7] 8 wherein 
the second support surface is angled downwardly in relation to the first support surface 
by an angle of about 20°. 

Claim 10 (currently amended) A seatYaccording to [any one of] claim[s 1 to 9] 3 wherein 
the first support surface and the secqpd support surface are joined along a common 
edge. 

Claim 11 (original) A seat according t|> claim 10 wherein the common edge has a 
rounded profile. 

Claim 12 (original) A seat according to c| v aim 11 wherein the rounded profile of the 
common edge is about 12 cm. radius. 



Claim 13 (currently amended) A seat according to [any one of] claims 1 [to 12] or 3 
further comprising a pommel extending upwardly from at least one of the support 
surfaces. 



Claim 14 (currently amended) A chair comprising 



seat, the seat comprising: 
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a) a first support surface disposed in a first plane and adapted to support 
e] a downward load of a persons trunk across the person's buttocks to provide 

support for [at] the person's sit bones; and 

b) a second support surface disposed substantially forwardly of the first 
support surface in a second plane aragled downwardly in relation to the first plane and 
adapted to support [a] the person's thigh s, the second support surface having a forward 
facing edge and a front-to-back extent from just forward of the person's sit bones to 
having the forward facing edge located just behind the person's knees, so that the 
second support surface extends under mid supports the person's thighs. 

and wherein the height of the first support surface above a [the] floor on which 
the chair is resting is determined in use to be sufficient to allow [a] the person's feet to 
be squarely resting on the floor when the person is seated on the seat. 

Claim 15 (original) A chair according to c^aim 14 wherein the first support surface is 
substantially planar. 

Claim 16 (original) A chair according to claim! 15 wherein the second support surface is 
substantially planar, and wherein the plane oftthe first support surface and the plane of 
the second support surface intersect so that when the first support surface is 



substantially horizontal, the second support surface extends substantially forwardly and 
downwardly with respect to the first support surface. 



Claim 17 (canceled) 

Claim 18 (currently amended) A chair accordingly [any one of] claim[s] 14 [to 17] 
wherein the first support surface of the seat is a substantially planar surface having a 
perimetrical extent sufficient to extend under a pe|>on's buttocks to support the sit 
bones. 



Claim 19 (currently amended) A chair according to [any one of] claim[s] 14 [to 18] 
wherein the second support surface of the seat is a substantially planar surface having 
a perimetrical extent sufficient to extend under and supports person's thighs. 
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im 20 (canceled) 

Claim 21 (currently amen^d) A chair according to [any one of] claims 14 [to 20] or 16 
wherein the second suppora surface is angled downwardly in relation to the first support 
surface by an angle ranging worn about 10° to about 30°. 

Claim 22 (currently amende™ A chair according to [any one of] claim[s 14 to] 21 
wherein the second support suWace is angled downwardly in relation to the first support 
surface by an angle of about 201 

Claim 23 (currently amended) ^ chair according to [any one of] claimfs 14 to 22] 16 
wherein the first support surface|and the second support surface are joined along a 
common edge. 

Claim 24 (original) A chair accord|pg to claim 23 wherein the common edge has a 
rounded profile. 

Claim 25 (original) A chair according\to claim 24 wherein the rounded profile of the 
common edge is about 12 cm radius. 



Claim 26 (currently amended) A chair according to [any one of] claims 14 [to 25] or 16 
further comprising a pommel extending upwardly from at least one of the support 
surfaces. 



Claim 27 (currently amended) > 
the chair comprising a seat that 
bones and thighs, the seat co, 
downward load of the person's tr 
the person's [at the] sit bones, 
thigh s, the second support surfao 
extent from just forward of the per 




of constructing a chair for a specific person, 
independent support to both the person's sit 
first support surface to support [the] a 
ross tree person's buttocks to provide support for 
d support surface to support a person's 
a forward facing edge and a front-to-back 
s sit bones to having the forward facing edge 
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located just behind the person's knees, so that the second support surface extends 
under and supports the person's! thighs , the method comprising obtaining certain 
measurements and using those measurements to select and arrange the support 



surfaces in the chair, wherein obtain' 



ng the measurements include: 



a) obtaining a measurement for the height of the first support surface above 
a floor so a person can sit in the chi ir with the feet resting on the floor and the second 

it support to the thighs; and 

b) obtaining a measurerjjejjj^c the front-to-back extent [length] of the 
second support surface so that a fefward facing edge of such support surface is located 
just [before] behind a person's krrfees! 

and the selection and arranging oHto^upporf^rfaces in the chair include: 

I) arranging the firstlsuppy^urface in thAchair at the height determined 
from step a) above with the first sbppfift surface disposed in a first plane; and 

II) arranging the secoVi support surfa^ having a front-to back extent 
determined from step b) above in Ihelchair sub^rantially forwardly of the first support 
surface in a second plane angled dowm^mm relation to the first plane. 

Claim 28 (currently amended) A method according to claim 27 wherein step a) above 
comprises [obtaining a measurement the from the person which is the lesser of: 

i) substantially 1/3 of a person's standing height; and 

ii) the length of a person's legs^prieasured from the floor to a height slightly 
above the knees] 

utilizing whichever is less of substantially 1/3 of the person's standing height and 



the length of the person's legs measured from the floor to a height slightly above the 



Mi 



person's knees as the height of the first suppom surface . 

Claim 29 (original) A method according to ©laims 27 or 28 wherein step b) above 
comprises obtaining a measurement of the lengjh of a hand of the person as measured 
from the wrist to the end of the middle finger. 
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Claim 30 (currently amend 
28 wherein step II) above 
in relation to the first supi 



Claim 31 (currently amen 
wherein step II) above fu 
relation to the first suppoffc^fiffi 




od according to [any one of] claims 27 [to 29] or 
rises angling second support surface downwardly 
gle ranging from about 10° to about 30°. 



ethoctafeording to [any one of] claim[s 27 to 29] 30 
ngling second support surface downwardly in 
an angle of about 20°. 



laim 32 (new) A seat according to claim 3 wherein the first support surface has a front- 
to-back extent, and wherein the fr&nt-to-back extent of the first support surface is at 
least as great as the front-to-back ement of the second support surface. 



Claim 33 (new) A chair according tolclaim 16 wherein the first support surface has a 
front-to-back extent, and wherein the lont-to-back extent of the first support surface is 
at least as great as the front-to-back ex^nt of the second support surface. 

Claim 34 (new) A method according m claim 29 wherein the first support surface has a 
front-to-back extent, and wherein thelfront-to-back extent of the first support surface is 
at least as great as the front-to-back eSteflf^lthe second support surface. 



Claim 35 (new) A method of c^nstnuctingJa chair for a specific person, the chair 
comprising a seat that provides mderende& support to both the specific person's sit 
bones and thighs, the seat comp|sina^rfirst support surface to support a downward 
load of the specific person's trunklacrass the person's buttocks to provide support for 
the person's sit bones, and a second support sorface to support the specific person's 
thighs, the method comprising ob^Mg^ertain measurements and using those 
measurements to select and arrange the support surfaces in the chair, the 
measurements include: 

a) obtaining a measurement f|r the height of the first support surface above 
a floor so the specific person can sit in thlchair with the feet resting on the floor and the 
second support surface providing independent support to the thighs; and 
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b) obtaining a measurement of the length of a hand of the specific person, as 
measured from the wrist to the ^nd of the middle finger, as an appropriate front-to-back 
length of the second support sur 

and the selection and arranging of the support surfaces in the chair include: 

i) arranging the first support surface in the chair at the height determined 
from step a) above with the first suplort surfa ce dis posed in a first plane; and 

ii) arranging the secondlsufEffJort surfatee having a front-to back extent 
determined from step b) above in tj><f chair substantially forwardly of the first support 
surface in a second plane angled dowii/vardly in relation to the first plane. 

Claim 36 (new) A method accoigling no cla^^-3Sm^a^erein step a) above comprises 
utilizing whichever is less of subsrantiaSpT/3 of the person's standing height and the 
length of the person's legs measured flrom the floor tq^ height slightly above the 
person's knees as the height of the first siffpport surfe 

Claim 37 (new) A method accord ingwo-^ny one of] claims 35 or 36 wherein step ii) 
above further comprises angling second support surface downwardly in relation to the 
first support surface by an angle ranging frowi about 10° to about 30°. 

Claim 38 (new) A method according torclaim 37 wherein step ii) above further 
comprises angling second support surface cfcwnwardly in relation to the first support 
surface by an angle of about 20°. 
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